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Sweethearts...
Celebrating their
CDay9
A small (but intimate.?) group met at Visalia’s Vin-

tage Press Restaurant just ahead of Cupid’s special
holiday.

There were plenty of Cupid’s ‘arrows’ flying around
the room as games were played testing the amorous
adventures of each couple. Marilyn Willers games

were well received and proved to be a high-
light of the day... Oh not to mention the
food... certainly no complaints about he
service, atmospheres and cuisine... “top
notch’ any way you look at it.

Look forward to next year and join us if you
can!

Oktoberfest 2013

Don’t miss out on this one. In what will likely be
the most popular West coast edition of our annual
National ‘gathering’ please make plans to attend
this one! As of this writing there are at least 800
participants and more are registering every day.
When you couple O’fest with this year’s Legends
of the Autobahn and Festorics there are a weeks
worth of BMW activities... something for every-
one! Go to bmwccaofest.org to register. Don’t
delay!
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Rick’s Ramblings....

I miss turn signals. Yes, I know that cars still have them
it is just that not many people seem to use them any-
more. When you activate your turn signal the driver
behind you is often perplexed as to the meaning of the
blinking lights in front of him. I like the ones on the
Mustang that are sequential the best (For the record, the
fetching Mrs. Kapheim does not like these!).

I miss new car brochures. Yes, some dealers still carry
them, but more and more you have to download them on
to your computer. This is not always the progress that it
seems. Good brochures (BMW for example) let you see
at a glance what options and features go with each trim
level. You do not have to go to sub-directions to note
obscure exceptions to the option system.

I miss hydraulic power steering. I am lucky that the cars
in our fleet all have this, but most of the cars that I test
drive these days do not. While some are better than
others, I am afraid that we will settle for steering that is
substandard as to what we have used all these years. Let
us hope that they get this one right!

Sometimes the good guy wins. Tom Bell has won the
Glenn Lucas Memorial Trophy (The first one!). As
noted in the Roundel this award goes to the "racer who
best represents the spirit and philosophy of Club Racing,
on and off the track." This was a great choice. Anyone
who has seen Tom at the race track will attest to his
grace, good humor, and helpful attitude. Tom is the type
of guy that will give you the shirt off of his back wile
offering you one of his trademark popsicles. I remember
from years before when Tom would autocross his Z-3 at
a blistering speed all the while listening to the Beach
Boys blaring out of his speakers. Of course Tom would
always have a big grin on his face while he was burning
up the track. Tom's can-do attitude is infectious and
makes you want to have fun with your car, which is the
point of a car club. I have heard that Tom may partici-
pate in the autocross at the Octoberfest this year. I was
not planning on going to the Octoberfest, but I may go
over to see Tom do his magic. While there is no stereo in
his car anymore I for one will still hear the music. I
know for sure that the grin will be there.

Comment from Rick: I think that board members should
come to most (Not all) of the regular meetings. Yes, the
meet and greet affairs are classified as meetings in the
Rick Kapheim universe. If for no other reason I just
want to see these guys as all of them are my friends.
This comment is made with the best of motives and good
cheer.

As always drive safe, but just drive!
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Where have you been?

We have exciting things happening in 2013! We welcome you to our club! Whether you are
one of the original members involved for 25-plus years or a newbie, thank you for your par-
ticipation! You are reading our newsletter, The Das Rad, and we want to keep you interested
and involved! Our club is not a club without members like you, so we want to meet you and
hear from you! Drop me an email or give me a call or even better yet, come and join our
events.

In this Das Rad, we have listed several activities, guaranteed to suit all interested and all
budgets (as long as they are BMW related)! If there is something you don’t see but would
like to do, we would also love to hear about it!

Please check us out on our new Website, www.cccbmwecca.org and like us on Facebook and
Twitter.

Also, have you made plans to attend Legends of the Autobahn (August 16), historic races
(August 17-18) and Oktoberfest (August 19-24)? This week in Monterey will be one of the
best ever! Hope to see you soon,

Deb Warner
President, Central CA Chapter BMW CCA, danddwarner@att.net, (559) 786-8314

Statement of Purpose

The CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER of the BMW Car Club of
America, Inc., is an independent group of BMW owners and is not
associated with the manufacture, importer, or dealers of BMW auto-
mobiles. Open Board meetings are held as announced in this publica-
tion. DAS RAD and DAS KAMMRAD are publications of the Cen-
tral California Chapter and are provided only for the members of the
Central California Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc.
The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in these publications
are those of the several authors, and no authentication is implied or
expressed by the editors or publishers. Any suggested modifications
to BMW automobiles within the warranty period may void the war-
ranty. Articles submitted are subject to editing. Contents may not be
reproduced without expressed written permission except by the
BMW CCA and its chapters.

Come to the meetings!
Add to the fun!

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER BMW CCA

ADVERTISING RATES
AD SIZE SINGLE ISSUE  FULL YEAR
OUTSIDE COVER $200.00 $500.00
FULL PAGE $175.00 $375.00
HALF PAGE (COLOR) $150.00 $400.00
HALF PAGE (B & W) $125.00 $325.00
QUARTER PAGE $100.00 $275.00
BUSINESS CARD $ 50.00 $125.00

The above rates are for a full year, include at least four issues of the DAS RAD,
and may include additional issues or acknowledgement in the KAMMRAD. The
contract period is for the fiscal year Jan 1 thru Dec 31. The advertisement must be
paid by Jan. 1 to be included in the first issue. You may make changes to your ad
provided the changes are requested before the copy deadline. The editor will advise
you if there will be any additional charges for the changes made to your ad

BMW Car Club

Monthly meet and Greet!

June 5, 2013
NEW MEETING PLACE
Sequoia Brewing Co
1188 E Champlain Dr, Suite 107

Dinner at 5:30PM / Meet and Greet at 6:30 PM Separate checks, private room
for us. Meet other BMW enthusiasts, bring your friends and your BMW Have
dinner and conversation and ‘kick some tires’. Discuss current BMW trends, ac-
tivities and club events. See you there!

. We are on Facebook! email danddwarner@att.net




Sequoia Park Day Trip
There is nothing lovelier than a tree...
Not just any tree, but Giant Sequoias surrounded by friends
and BMW’s! On April 20 we met a group of Central CA
BMW enthusiast at Bear Mountain Pizza and had a perfect
day for a perfect drive. We headed up Highway 180, one of
the best driving roads in the world, to Sequoia National
Park! The weather was perfect for windows and convertible
tops down! As we winded through the curvy roads and chat-
ted on the radios, someone said, what is so special about
another tree? When we stopped at The Lost Grove, that
opinion was changed forever. The sheer grandeur of these
trees was breath taking, and the solitude that we were al-
lowed was nothing short of heavenly. If you have never
taken this drive, put it on your list of must drives! Want to
hear more? Come to our Meet and Greet and ask us! We
hope you will join us on our next drive...

2013 Legends of the Autobahn

Make your plans to attend the 2013 Legends event in Monterey.
This year’s event will be the best ever. Porsche will be celebrating
the 911, Mercedes will feature the 280sl ‘Pagoda’ and 600 and this
will be the first year that Audi will have judged cars in the Concour.

BMW will be featuring some ‘surprise’ special display cars and of
course, the Central California Chapter will be there ‘en masse’ to

facilitate and host the ‘spectacle’.

Please join us, even if its just for the day. You will have the time of
your lives. For additional info visit www.legendsoftheautobahn.org

See you there!

BMW Team RLL
Finishes 1-2 at Long Beach!

74 GTE wins in only second race of debut season.

Woodcliff Lake, N.J. — April 20, 2013 . .. The streets of Long Beach,
California continue to be the favorite stomping grounds of BMW Team
RLL as they finished 1-2 in today’s American Le Mans at Long Beach
race. In only the second race for the new BMW Z4 GTE, the team beat a
very competitive GT class field with excellent strategy set in place dur-
ing the first hour of the two-hour contest around the 1.968-mile, 11-turn
temporary street circuit. BMW Team RLL has finished with at least one
car on the Long Beach podium, including a win from the pole in 2011,
for five consecutive years. Today’s victory puts BMW in a tie with
Chevrolet at the top of the GT Class Manufacturer points. The win was
also the first for the new BMW-Michelin partnership.

Bill Auberlen and Maxime Martin, driving the Frozen Black No. 55 Z4
GTE, won the race, finishing 6.578 seconds ahead of the No. 56 Z4 GTE
of Joey Hand and Dirk Miiller.

Martin started in the No. 55 car from the fourth spot. A spin on lap two
dropped him to the rear of the field, but the first of three long caution
periods in the first hour of the race gave the 55 crew the chance to re-
verse their fortune. Pitting Martin after 25 minutes, on lap 16, Auberlen
got behind the wheel with a full tank of fuel and new Michelins. During
the second caution period Auberlen pitted twice more for fuel only.
When the race went green with 44 minutes run, the die was cast for the
veteran to not return to the pits for the remainder of the race. A third
caution during which the rest of field pitted allowed for a bit more
breathing room for fuel conservation and Auberlen to cycle to the second
position as the race went green just past the first hour. On lap 66 with 15
minutes left in the race, Auberlen took the lead and drove to his first win
at the Long Beach.

The No. 56 Z4 GTE had an equally exciting race. Hand started the car
from the seventh starting position. He pitted during the third caution
period and handed the car to Miiller who began his stint from the third
spot as the race went green. Charging for the entire second hour he took
over second place with two laps remaining to give BMW Team RLL its
first 1-2 finish since the 12 Hours of Sebring in 2011
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2013 Calendar

May 19 Auto-cross at Visalia Airport
(Don’t miss this!)

June 5 Meet and Greet (New Location!)
Sequoia Brewing Co
Dinner 5:30 / Meet-greet 6:30
(details on ‘back’ page)

June 7 Driving School at Buttonwillow

July 3 Meet and Greet

August 7 Meet and Greet

August 16 Legends of the Autobahn
Monterey

August 17-18  Festorics, Laguna Seca
August 19-24 BMW CCA Oktoberfest, Monterey

September 7 Street Survival School
Fresno Fairgrounds.
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Paint & Body, Inc.

3111 E. Noble

Visalia, CA 93292 PH: (559) 734-0720
(1 Block East of Lovers Lane) FAX: (559) 734-0723
ED’S EDDY FUNAHASHI

SINCE 1958

(209) 582-0676
124 West 6th Street
HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230

AUTOMOTIVE INTERIORS, TOPS & RESTORATION

When you really wantitright ~ Rick “Stitch” Coleman
4382 W. Santa Ana / Fresno, CA 93722 / (559) 275-9055
classicinteriorsbystitch.com




