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Legends of the Autobahn 
 

The Ultimate way to begin your “Historic Weekend” 
 

The picture above says it all… A truly magnificent site as this multi-
club event celebrates its 4th year at Rancho Canada Golf Club in beauti-
ful and this year, VERY sunny, Carmel Valley. 
 
Upwards of 500 registered BMW, Porsche, Mercedes-Benz and Audi 
participants enjoyed the camaraderie of both inter and intra club dis-
plays as well as great food and many vendor booths and, lest I forget, 
the generous out-pouring of free beer from event sponsor Spaten! 
 
After a  late Spring road-block of sorts that forced a change of venue 
that brought us back to the Rancho site, all efforts were focused on 
making this year’s version the best ever.  No one would argue that we 
did not succeed! 
 
This year both concours and corral cars occupied the main fairway with 
the lunch tents and beer garden area off to the side. Vendors and dealers 
also were in areas that allowed optimum exposure for attendees. 
 
On ‘center stage’ were four special  tents where special cars from all 4 
marques were displayed. And the ‘show-stopper’ for the BMW faithful 
was the arrival of the 1972 Turbo ‘concept car’. Also displayed was one 
of the original M1 cars.  Courtesy of BMW Classic. 
 
Please reference an upcoming Roundel for more detailed coverage of 
this growing and prestigious event. (ed.) 

Other things going on in Monterey… 
 
Monterey Motorsports Reunion… Vintage racing enthusiasts were 
given a treat with the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the Cor-
vette, ‘America’s only sports car’. Lots of fiberglass on the infield 
this year!  BMW was also well represented with several vintage Mo-
torsport race cars, including 2 CSL’s and a couple of M1 Procar’s. 
They didn’t break this year!   
 
BMW’s at auction… As most of you know there are at least 5 
world class collector car auctions going on almost ‘round-the-clock’ 
from Thursday thru Sunday evening.  And, not surprisingly , there 
were several noteworthy BMW sales to mention. (Cont. on page 3) 

The “Turbo” and M1 also caused quite a stir at the 2013 Oktoberfest concours event. 



Editor’s corner… 
 
Well… it finally happened… Good news! My tried and true companion 
for many years has finally given up the ghost and moved on to more ethe-
real places in technology heaven.  Yes, my 12 year old laptop finally 
died… arrrgggh! I am very lucky to have acquired THIS template for 
DAS RAD as I would be essentially dead in the water otherwise…  The 
bad news is that Now I have to go and get a new computer.  Yikes, where 
to begin.?  Windows 8 is very scary and I don’t  know that much about 
Apple stuff… 
 
So bear with the situation for the short term.  Will try to get this one done 
on my ‘mainframe’ and go from there…   
 
Lots to write about… so little room with this layout. 
 
Have patience!  Yer Humble editor, Wayne 

Statement of Purpose 
 
 
The CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER of the BMW Car Club of 
America, Inc., is an independent group of BMW owners and is not 
associated with the manufacture, importer, or dealers of BMW auto-
mobiles. Open Board meetings are held as announced in this publica-
tion.  DAS RAD and DAS KAMMRAD are publications of the Cen-
tral California Chapter and are provided only for the members of the 
Central California Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc. 
The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in these publications 
are those of the several authors, and no authentication is implied or 
expressed by the editors or publishers. Any suggested modifications 
to BMW automobiles  within the warranty period may void the war-
ranty. Articles submitted are subject to editing. Contents may not be 
reproduced without  expressed written permission except by the 
BMW CCA and  its chapters. 

CHAPTER INFORMATION ///   Website: www.cccbmwcca.wordpress.com ///  National Website: www.bmwcca.org 

Mailing Address: Central California Chapter BMW CCA ,  P O Box 2587,   Visalia, CA  93279 

Chapter Officers 
Unless there is an emergency, please contact chapter personnel only 
between the hours of 6 to 9 PM. You may send emails at any time. 
Thank you. 
 
President: 
Deb Warner  dwarner@voltagemultipliers.com  559 786 8314 
 
Vice President:    
Frank Vasquez frank@achillesmotorsports.com 559 970 2507 
 
Secretary:   
Richard Nielsen rchniel@comcast.net  559 259 3287 
  
Treasurer:   
Richard Koch rjkoch65@yahoo.com  559 469 6791 
      
Board of Directors: 
George Aguilar georgeag@comcast.net  559 284 8818 
Greg Belemjian beemian@sbcglobal.net 
Chris Donnelly m3donnelly@sbcglobal.net 559 674 8958 
Terry Eidson terryeidson@realconcepts.net 559 940 0551 
Eddy Funahashi funa@sbcglobal.net  559 582 2731    
Jerimiah O’Connell jr.oconnell@weberbmw.net 559 288 7612 
Frank Reed  frank.reed@comcast.net  559 635 9449 
Mike Splivalo mspliv@gmail.com  559 448 4601 
Jeff Willers  sailbmw@sbcglobal.net  559 732 2464 
Wayne Wundram bmwayne@aol.com  559 734 3298 
 
Past President: 
Dave Warner ddwarner@comcast.net  559 733 3024
  
Newsletter Editor:  
Wayne Wundram bmwayne@aol.com  559 734 3298 
 
Web Master  
Frank Reed  webmaster@cccbmwcca.org 559 303 9266
  
Associate  Editor:  
Richard Koch rkoch65@yahoo.com       559 469 6791
                      
Chapter  Technician:   
Larry Huber  larlar635@netzero.net  559 222 1031
   
Visalia Area Representative: 
Wayne Wundram bmwayne@aol.com  559 734 3298 

 

Monthly Meet and Greet! 
Logan’s Roadhouse 

7507 N Blackstone Ave, Fresno 
 

Logan’s Roadhouse offers us a private room,  

separate checks, and order off the menu. 

Plenty of room for everyone, and plenty of great parking! 

 Dinner at 5:30 P.M. Meet and Greet at 6:30 P.M.    

Come meet other BMW members, bring your friends and your BMW!   

Have dinner and conversation, and kick some tires!   
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Come to the meetings! 
Add to the fun! 

President’s message... 
 
We are experiencing exciting times for the Central CA Chapter of the 
BMW Club of America.  We are growing again and the club is coming 
alive!   Each month we have new members joining our club and showing 
up at our meetings!   
As my tenure comes to an end, it will soon be time for a new president to 
step up and take the coveted gavel.  It has been a great experience for me 
to represent the club and its fantastic members, and I’m proud of the leg-
acy I leave behind.  I tried to give what I expect out of the BMW club:  
fun and entertainment; a little something for everyone, whether you’re a 
track junkie, a clean car fanatic, a Bimmerfest mod addict, or just like 
leisurely drives to nice places (speaking of which – check out our Novem-
ber 9-10 trip to Pismo Beach!).  Each month we made changes and sched-
uled events to fit the current needs and trends of our members. As the 
immediate past president, I will become an active board member, support 
the new pres, and continue to keep the enthusiasm going! 
If you love cars, especially BMW’s, or just want to hang out with friends, 
check out our website (www.wordpress.cccbmwcca.com) and then come 
out and play with us!   
It has been quite a ride,  
Deb Warner   
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Monterey Stuff, cont. 
 
Although not a named BMW model, a 1997 M-powered McLaren F1 
sold for $8.47 million (love THAT car), a 1974 2002Turbo sold for 
$60k and a nice e30 M3 realized $44k, to mention a few. 

Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance… Well, what is there to say, 
the granddaddy of all car shows,  did not disappoint.  And for the 
BMW faithful the legendary BMW 507’s were a featured marque/
class this year. Simply beautiful cars. 

Last but not least… 
 
The 2013 Oktoberfest… 
 
When it was announced that the 2013 O’fest was to be held immedi-
ately after the Monterey Sports Car Weekend, I thought ‘how neat’ 
and then ‘how foolish’.  My first thought was correct. In what has to 
be one of the most attended of recent memory, if not the most at-
tended, all attendees were treated to a memorable event. From a 
classy concours at a spectacular golf course, to several days of driv-
ing schools at Laguna Seca to a surprise reception for the new M4 it 
was all over the top. Hats off to BMW CCA National for pulling this 
one off! 

The stunning overview of Corral del Tierra, site of the ofest Concours. 

Coming Soon... 



Central Calif. Chapter 
BMW Car Club of America 
PO Box 2587 
Visalia, CA  93279 

Rick’s Ramblings…..  Rick Kapheim 

Message to Captain James T. Kirk, Starship Enterprise.  

It has come to our attention that you are not alone with "Warp Drive." Proceed to the planet Tesla to investi-
gate. We strongly suspect Klingon involvement.  

Ok...maybe I am getting carried away with this and no, I am not wearing my Star Trek uniform (It is in the 
closet, where it belongs). The metaphors are not out of line, though as driving the Tesla does make you think 
of the future. As part of a great Father's day carried out by my daughter (Sam) and Jimmy, the three of us got 
to drive the Tesla S in San Jose. I did not know what to expect. I knew from the automotive press that the car 
was very fast and most of the specs, but I was mostly surprised by the drive. First, the car is easy to drive. I 
thought I might have to take a four hour class on how to drive this futuristic transportation device, but that 
was not the case. Second, the car is very quiet (even wind noise). Now I am an old school car person who 
likes loud Mustangs, but I quickly appreciated the calm and efficient quietness of the Tesla as I sliced 
through traffic. Third, the car is fun to drive. Not only is this vehicle fast, it can handle (Thanks to the very 
low center of gravity). You can go to warp seven (I know, I should stop this) at the tap of the throttle. As 
soon as you let off the "gas" the engine starts breaking which works great in turns. The car is finished to a 
very high level and is nice to look at. I am not going to give you all the stats, you can look those up. All I 
can say is that when we were done it made all other cars seem obsolete. I know all of the political-economic 
arguments about the electrical grid and those need to be addressed but the emotional kick that I got was that 
our future cars are going to be fun while using different "fuels." There is no bargaining for the price of Tesla, 
you just order it on the computer and you get your car in a couple of months. Tesla has a SUV coming next, 
followed by an Accord size family car.  

I like all forms of racing and watch everything from F-1 to NASCAR and everything between, but I think 
my favorite is Rally-Cross. This racing series has almost everything including trading paint NASCAR style 
except you cannot purposefully slam someone into the wall (In NASCAR I think you get bonus points for 
this!).  

I know that you were worried because you did not know what the "T" stands for in Kirk's name. Well I know 
and some of you do not!!!  

In the mean time dive safe (Do not exceed Warp Drive Limits!), but just drive.  

2013 Calendar of Events 

Oct 2  Monthly ‘Meet and Greet’ 
  Logan’s Road House  
  (see inside for details) 
 

Oct 5  CCC BMW CCA Board Meeting 
  11:30 AM, Sequoia Brewing Co. 
  (all members are welcome) 
 

Oct 27 Autocross, Visalia Airport 
  (see inside for details) 
 

Nov 6  Monthly ‘Meet and Greet’ 
 

Nov 9-10 Fall colors tour 
  (see inside for details) 
 

Dec 4  Monthly ‘Meet and Greet’ 
 

DAS RAD 
Newsletter for Central California Chapter 

BMW Car Club of America 

Your attention please… 
Nominations are NOW open for candidates wishing to 
run for office and/or the chapter board for year 2014. If 
you are interested or wish to nominate someone please 
submit your nomination via snail-mail (address above) or 
email (attn. to the club Secretary,  rchniel@comcast.net) 
by the end of October. All offices are open. Ballots will 
be sent out in November. Any nominee must be a mem-
ber, in good standing, of the Central California Chapter, 
BMW CCA.  Thank you. 
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